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Dear Al,

As you know, I accompanied two SDSU students to Italy in June 2000. This work was
supported, in part, by a travel grant from your office in addition to funds I raised from National
Institutes of Health Minority International Research Training Program (Fogarty International
Center). My international travel has been quite rewarding for the students who accompanied me
this year to Italy. In my own case, it has allowed me to cement collaborations with colleagues at
international institutions at which my students worked under MIRT sponsorship. As you can
see the enclosed report, several papers and meeting presentations have resulted from the

collaborations that were made.

Again, I appreciate the support and look forward to discussing the details with you in person

Sincerely,

Dr. Roger A. Sabbadini

Professor of Biology and

Heart Institute

San Diego State University
San Diego, CA 92182 USA



Report by Roger Sabbadini
International Student Experience 2000

Support in part by an international travel award from the International Student Center (to Roger
Sabbadini) and by student travel funds from the National Institutes of Health Minority
International Research Training Program (Fogarty International Center, B. Pozos, PI), Dr.
Sabbadini accompanied two SDSU students to Italy in June 2000. The students conducted a
collaborative research project at the University of Padova Medical School. Dr. Sabbadini was an
invited speaker at an international conference that was held in Italy during this period on topic
related to the work done by the students. The students who participated in the MIRT program in
2000 were Emesto Castro (an undergraduate student} and Amy Cavalili (a graduate student). They
spent one month conducting experiments in collaboration with Dr. Romeo Betto and others at the
University of Padova. They presented their work at the Second Intemnational Conference on
Apoptosis in Skeletal and Cardiac Muscles, Abano Italy, June 4-8, 2000. Some of this work has

recently been published or submitted (see below). Importantly, my involvement in the MIRT
program gives valuable opportunities for my students to work abroad in collaborating
laboratories and, thus, allows the students to gain valuable international research experience in a
productive manner.
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